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Shi'a Community &

THE RIGHT PATH

The Shi‘as of Lebanon

Part One of this

article dealt with the
emergence of modern
Lebanon, traces of
Shi'ism in that region

in the early Islamic
period; and the
contribution of the
‘ulama of Jabal “Amil to
Shi‘ism, ending with
the contribution of
Sharafu 'd-Din
al-Musawi (d. 1957).
Part Two presents the
socio-political circum-
stances of the twentieth
century Lebanese Shi'as
and the role played by
Sayyid Musa Sadr.
Hopefully,

this will change your
outlook about the “Shi’ite
terrorists” and “funda-

mentalists” of Lebanon.

(Part Two of Two)

Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

Politics of Modern Lebanon:

Lebanon, as part of Syria, was occupied by the French in 1920. And in
1926 it was declared as a separate constitutional republic under the French
mandatory control. Lebanon was carved out of Syria so that the Maronite
Christians in Lebanon may emerge as the majority group. It was formally
declared independent in June 1941.

In the constitution of 1926, the Chambers (i.e., the Parliament) was
intended to be represented by the confessional communities. Every reli-
gious community got certain numbers of seats according to its popula-
tion. This division of power was based on the official census of 1932:

Maronite 29%
Suninis 22%
Shi‘ahs 20%
Greek Orthodox 9%
Druze T
Greek Catholics 6%

There was, however, no provision in the constitution that the office
of the president, the prime minister and the cabinet ministers be assigned
according to religious status. Then two years after the independence, in
1943, the Maronite Christian leader Bisharah al-Khouri and the Sunni
Muslim leader Rivad al-Sulh met and came up with an unwritten "Na-
tional Pact’ which assigned these offices on religious basis: the President
will be a Christian; the Prime Minister will be a Sunni; and the Head of the
Chambers will be a Shi‘ah.

Shi‘as under the Confessional System:

Most historians praise the confessional system of Lebanon but, at the
same time, they also make it clear that the most deprived group under this
system is of the Shi‘ahs. For example, R E. Crow, writes, “...we may
conclude that the Lebanese administration does a reasonably effective
job of representing the various communities with the major exception of
the Shi‘ites.™!

| “Confessionalism, Public Administration, & Efficiency” in Politics in Lebanon, ed.
L. Binder (N.Y.: John Wiley & Sons, 1966) p. 176.

32 April - June 1993
















9 :(1;

<, I7T M%)t ol 2
14 (0 2" ) > 17
% 2, ','3 02.(8
oo ¢ NI w220 ()
>* (Al 4 | =
I (

%! (, %! 2

222 (2 6" 7B!C:6 6611 1

>

ol ) =2 (
IC )
o2l )

17 1?22 @ =/ )
3 (# (
1



