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THE RIGHT PATH

The Shi as of Lebanon

(Part One of Two)

Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

The Shi'as of
Lebanon became
famous world-wide
during the political
upheaval in that
country in the eighties.
S.M. Rizvi presents
in the first part

of this article, the
historical background
of Shi‘ism in Lebanon
& its contribution to
the Shi'a academic
world. In part two,
the religious and
socio-political
circumstances of

the present-day
Shi*as will be brought
to light in order to
understand the
on-going events

of that country whose
capital, Beirut, was
once known as “the
Paris of Middle East.”

j The Emergence of Lebanon
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PETWWONE | chanon, the gate-way to the Middle East,

makes the shore-line of the Mediterranean sea

on the west, borders Syria on the north and east, and co-

exists precariously with the present state of Israel on the
south.

Prior to the First World War, Lebanon was part of the
Syrian province of Ottoman Empire. Syria, in pre-war
period, included Lebanon, Jordon and Palestine (now
known as “Israel”); it was ruled by governors appointed
from Istanbul. Butwhen European imperialism penetrated
the Middle East, it started dividing the Muslims by arous-
ing Arabs against their Turkish brethren. Most of the Arabs
revolted, with Britain's instigation, against the Ottoman
Empire which ended in the First World War. The Arab revolt
was led by Sharif Husain bin "Ali, the governor of the
Ottoman caliph in Hijaz. (Hijaz was a province on the Red
Sea consisting of Mecca, Jeddah and Medina.)

Sharif Husain and the Arab nationalists supported the
Allieds in the hope that the British will fulfill its promise and
recognize the Arab land as an independent country.!
However, the Allieds divided up the Arab Middle East
among themselves: Britain acquired mandate over Iraq
and Palestine.

As a token fulfillment of its promise, Britain recognized
the Hashimite Kingdom of Hijaz under the rule of Sharif
Husain bin ‘Ali; and it also made Faisal, son of Husain, the
King of Syria (which included Lebanon). But at the same,
Britain had also promised its French ally the control over
Syria! The short-lived Syrian Arab government, under King
Faisal bin Husain, collapsed in 1920 when the French
occupied Syria by force. The British, then, took Faisal and

1. See Antonious, The Arab Awakering, (1938); Kedourie, fn the Anglo-Arab Labyrinth
{1976); Hourani, “The Arab Awakening Forty Years After” in The Emergence of the
Modern Middle East. (1981).

i i e



















