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My talk on the *Education of Shi'ahs in North
America: a general outlook and suggestions” is divided
into four parts: I. Importance of knowledge and edu-
cation in Islam. 2. Types of Education. 3. Basic Edu-
cation. 4. Advanced Education.

I. IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION

In a society where religion and knowledge in gen-
eral and science in particular do not go hand in hand,
il seems necessary to briclly describe the position ol
Islam vis-a-vis knowledge. Islam, in theory as well as
in practice, has always promoled knowledge.

1. Distinctive mark of human beings over the an-
gels. is knowledge: “And Allah taught Adarme all the
NAMeEs... WS elat aub ale 37 (2:31)

2. The lirsi verses of the Quran began with the
word ‘tead.’s e Jee Sleat) Bla o Bla oAt el anils 1a

e d L SLasd¥) ale WBIL ale (3 a8 2Ly 1,3t
“Read in the name of thy Lord whoe crealed; [Hel cro-
aled the human being from a bBlood-clot. Read in the
name of thy kind Lord who taught by the pen: [He
laugh! the human being what he did rot kcrou”
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3. The Qur'an says, “Are those who
have knowledge equal to those who do
not have knowledge?!”

4. The Prophet of Islam (peace be upon
him and his progeny) has also empha-
sized the importance of seeking knowl-
edge in different ways:

(a) time: “Seek knowledge from the

cradle to the grave.”

(b) place: “Seek knowledge even ilit is

[as far as] China.”

(c) gender: “Seeking of knowledge is a

duty of every Muslim.”

(d) source: *Wisdom is the lost prop-

erty of the believer, he should take
it even if finds it in the mouth of a
mushrik.”

The Prophet did not only preach about
importance of knowledge, he also gave
examples of promoting knowledge. In the
very [irst battle between the Muslims and
unbelievers of Mecca, known as the war
of Badr, the Muslims gain victory and
caught seventy kuflars as priscners of
war. One of the criteria of releasing the
POWSs devised by the Prophel was that
those who were literate among the pris-
oners could go free if they teach ten Mus-
lim children how to read and wrile.

II. WHAT TYPE OF KENOWLEDGE?
Knowledge in Islam is normally di-
vided into two broad categories: there is
a famous saying “al-"ilm “ilman: “ilmu -
adyan wa “idmu T-abdan - knowledge is
of two kinds: the knowledge concerning
religions and the knowledge concerning
[human and physical] bodies.” What has

been mentioned above on the importance
of knowledge refers to both, the religious
as well as the secular knowledge.

The Qur'an has specifically talked
about science also:

“In the creation of the heavens and the
earth, the alternation of the night and the
day, in the ships thal sail in the sea with
their load...in the rain which Allah sends
down from the sky and thus revives the
earth after its death; and then He spread
in it all kinds of animals; in the changing
of the winds; in the clouds which have
been left suspending between the heaven
and the earth—in all these are clear signs
for the people who understand.” (2:164)

“We shall show them Our signs in the
horizons and. in themselves.” (41:53)

L

The backwardness of the Muslims in
lasl few centuries, as far as education is
concerned, is because of the [ollowing:

1. The Muslims lost leadership in the
field of physical science and technology
because of arrogance which led to stag-
nation.

9. The invasion by the Mongols, who
were barbarians and did not appreciate
the value of knowledge: they burned
down the most prestigious libraries in
Baghdad.

3. In the nineteenth century, when the
Muslims attempted to revive the process
of education and knowledge in their so-
cieties, they naively adapted the western
secular system which had completely
separated the religious sciences from the

secular sciences. (Example of the Turk-
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